[Dual infection with hepatitis B and C. Spontaneous course and response to virostatic therapy in children following neoplastic diseases].
Combined chronic hepatitis B and C is a long-term complication in children surviving malignancy. We report on seven children who acquired hepatitis B as well as C virus infection during treatment for different malignancies. Four patients showed a spontaneous HBe Ag/anti-HBe seroconversion, two patients spontaneous clearance of hepatitis C virus, and one patient showed both HBe Ag/anti-HBe seroconversion and clearance of hepatitis C virus. One patient developed HBe Ag/anti-HBe seroconversion after antiviral interferon monotherapy and another patient after combination therapy with interferon/famcyclovir. Three patients developed complete sustained response of hepatitis C to a combined virostatic therapy with interferon and ribavirin. A total of 4 of 7 patients had a clearance of both infections and 3 of 7 patients had a clearance of at least one infection. Our data in long-term survivors of childhood cancer with combined hepatitis B and C showed a remarkably high rate of spontaneous cure and a favourable response to antiviral therapy.